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Creator with certain unalienable rights ; that 


happiness.”—— Declaration Independence U. § 


“We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal, avid endowed by their 


among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
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ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. 
No. I. 


» Withina few months past, a number of 

plans for the abolition of slavery in the U. 
States, have been proposed by various per- 
sons,in different sections of the country, 
several of which will be found in this pa- 
per. Itis pieasing to see these attempts to} 
draw the attention of the people to this 
important sabject:—it is a certain evidence 
® that the dreadful delusion which has so 
long sealed the eyes and seared the hearts 
of our countrymen is vanishing, and that a 
strone desire is manifested to wipe off the 
fonl disgrace, occasioned by the continu- 
ance of slavery, from our national statute 
book. 

Though none of the propositions which I 
have yet seen, meet my ideas exactly, | 
shall not pretend to oppose any of them ; 
but, on the contrary, would be willing to 
assent toany measure, which would be con- 
sistent with justice and calculated to ef- 
fect the grand and benevolent purpose, 
that might be agreed upon by the people at 
large, either personally or through the me- 
dium of their representatives. As itis not} 
to be expected, however, that any individu- 
al can devise a plan that will be approved 
by all, it may be proper for every one de- 
sirous of promoting the good work, to use 
his exertions to throw what light upon the 
Subject he cans and, perhaps, out of the 
whole that may be suggested, something 
may be agreed upen, that will meet with 
the general approbation. 

I have, for several yea's, had it in con- 
templation to offer something of this nature 
for the consideration of the public; but 
from a variety of causes, it has been post- 
poned: among the reasons for this post- 
ponement, was the necessity of attending 
to other avocations, and a desire of gain- 
ing more general information upon the sub, 
ject. 

As the present appears to be a suitable 
period, I will now submit the result of my 
reflections to the consideration of the peo- 
ple of the United States, hoping they will 


{merely exhibit the ieading features of the 


plan, & will follow itup with something 
more in detail hereafter. But, before I pro- 
ceed, I would wish it distinctly understood 
that [ shall not suffer myself to be guided 
by sectional or party views.——— America 
is my country, and the United States is my 
home :——-my interests are identified with 
the interests of the people at large, and my 
object in thus coming before the public, is 
my country’s welfare. : . 

In the first place, I would propose, that 
the government of the United States should 
totally 
and districts over which congress possesses 
the exclusive controul; in order to prevent 
ifs spreading over a greater extent of coun- 
try, and consequently increasing in mag- 
nitude: and for the purpose of guarding 
more effectually against its extension, let 
a positive injunction be issued against the 
admission of any new state into the Union, 
hereafter, wifbout an express provision 
against slavery in its Constitution. 

Secondly-To prevent smuggling slaves 
into the country from abroad, to put a stop 
to the domestic slave trade,” prevent the 
crime of kidnapping free negroes, &c. let 
the transportation of them from one state 
to another, be prohibited under the severest 
penalties, in all cases except the actual re- 
moval of their owners, for the purpose of 
settlement. 

Thirdly-Let the free states all agree to 
receive free colored persons upon the foot- 
ing of aliens, without imposing any other 
restraints than white persons of that de- 
scription are subject to. 

Fourthly-Let all the blacks that may be 
willing to go to Hayti, or elsewhere, be 
sent out at the public expense, or rather 
the joint expense of the general and state 
governments, societies, &c. &c. 

Fifthly-Let the slave polaing states 
make simultaneous arrangements for a gra- 
dual though certain Emancipation of their 
slaves; and let them repeal their laws which 


the free colored people away, & place them 
upon a par with the same class of persons 


be viewed with candor, and judged with im.|in the free states. 





partiality. At this time, however, | shall 


" Sixthly-Let the reguiation relative to 
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abolish slavery in all the territories > 


were enacted for the purpose of forcing 
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slave representation, De imwmetiiately cone 
away. 

Seventhly, and lastly-In order to unite 
the people of every part of the country in 
thy benevolent and patriotic work. let one 
or wore delegates be appointed in each 
State, to meet in convention, annually, for 
the express purpose of collecting informa- 
tion, and settling the details of a regular, 
system of uperations: whose duty it shall 
be, to report their proceedings to the legis- 
latures of their respective states. 

These are the principal points to which 
I wish to draw the reader’s attention: but 
there are many other important cousidera- 
tions, arising out of the foregoing proposi- 
tions, which will be noticed in due order. 





Tue Prosprer.——(Continued from 
page 18.) When the pious and benevolent, 
though short sighteg, De LasCasas propos- 
ed tu the Spanish authorities, to relieve the 
Indians of South America from the burden 
of a grievous oppression by procuring 
slaves from the coast of Africa, so dark and 
benighted were the nations of Caristendom. 
and so deeply were they involved in the 
gloom of superstition, that the proposition 
was dailed as an evidence that its author 
was moved by a holy inspiration! Those 
whose feelings were not completely blunt- 
ed. by a covetous propensity, aud whose 
hearts were not rendered callous by con- 
considerations of interest,—in whose bo- 
soms one single spark of humanity—ove 
remaining drop of benevolence could be 
found, rejoiced at the circumstance of its 
being adopted by the government, because 
the natives (some of whom were uow con- 
sidered believers in the doctrines of the 
Christian religion) were henceforth to be 
released from bondage, and invested with 
the privileges of freemen, and that Infidels. 
who they supposed were not ander the pro- 
tection of the Supreme Being, were doom- 
ed to wear their chains. 

The bloated sons of speculation, and the 
creatures whom avarice had rendered 


— 


fit the Nest ana od, att Stemi) 

strove to excell iv deeds of infatwy, 
Dreadful were the scenes of carnage, 
shocking. the details of enterprises, and 
loud the complaints of justice; Still, Rea. 
seb was mute, and Pity stood unmoved, 
None attempted to interfere, and the vic. 
tims of cruelty were abandoned to their 
fate. The most were convinced that Afri- 
ca was doomed by the Almighty fiat to 
propagate a race of menials; that her chil- 
dren were predestinuted to be the servants 
ofothers! Without enquiring, or waiting 
to see if God had provided means to re. 
duce tkem to that condition, or whether 
they must not be so reduced by the volun- 
tary acts of hardhearted men, the hellish 
suggestion was cordially received, and 
adopted as amaxim of truth. So univer- 
sal was this opinion among professing 
Christians, until lately, that many who re- 
ally believed themselves to be honest and 
religious, inculcated the doctrine; minis 
ters of the gospel sanctivued the gross blas- 
phemy; while the horrors of the ‘slave 
trade,” and the abominations of the system 
in general, were viewed without emotion. 

It is but a short time since this state of 
things existed;:——but a few years have 
elapsed since this dark cloud of human de- 
pravity extended over the fairest portion 
of the earth, and sat like an incubus on the 
breast of every nation in Christendom, 
when all, even the philoson'ier, the states- 
man, and the patriot, were alike blinded by 
the influeace of popular error, and burried 
along with the current of popular preju- 
dice. Butthe mass of corruption became 
‘oo great to be endured, and the progress of 
this alarming evil was arrested, 

It seems to be a primary law of nature, 
that whatever tends to increase the amount 
of evil in the world, must be connected 
with something that will produce a_re-ac-- 
tien: and in the case before us, the truth 
of this is very evident. The influence of 
vice upon the morals of the people; the in- 


vbived ail 


, 


croachments of infidelity, and the increase 





deaf to the voice of reason & justice, soon | of dissipation among the religious orders; 
«Jet loose the dogs of war,” and the work! the heart rending cruelties, the shocking 


of pillage and plunder, of murder & mas- 
gacre, commenced on the shores of il'-fated 
Africa. The thirst for gain overcame eve- 


ry consideration of propriety, and the de- 
sire to accumulate wealth, at the expense 
of the lives and liberty of those unoifend- 
ing people, immediately spread over Ku- 
rope: the nations’ seemed to wie with eact. 
other in the prosecution of the horrid traf- 
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barbarities. and the wonderful mortality 
experienced in the pursuit of the traffic ia 
slaves, all combined to break the potent 
spell, and dissolve the magic charm which, 
bv its deceptive lures, had so long sway- 
ed the minds of men. A few, whose hearts 
were not entirely devoid of ‘feeling, per- 
ceived the reality of their state and condi- 
tion.———-They discovered that their ideas 
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of right were the delusive Greaias vi .Ore- 
rupted imaginations—they awoke from 
their slumber—they overcame the power 
of the mighty eachantment., | 

+» The heart of man is prone to evil,” — 
aud itis oot te be supposed that people! 
ouce corrupted by avarice or sensuality, 
whose minds were alienated from the. love 
of virtue, and estranged frem the princi- 
ples of religion, should immediately liste: 
to the admouitions of reason, or yield tu 
the power of argument: stiil less can we 
exnect that they would, at first, make a 
speedy advancement in the work of refor- 
mation. But on viewingthe present state 
of the Christian world, relative to the sys- 
ten of slavery, & comparing it with what 
’ jt actualiy was afew years since, we have 
cause fora well grounded hope, that the 
great and important work of Christian be- 
nevolence is rapidly progressing, and that 
the period is not far distant when the hand 
of violence shall be stayed, & the groans of 
Africa shall be heard nomore:—when the; 
crias of her children shall cease to be waft- 
ed on the pinions of every breeze, and 
their shrieks and lamentations no .longer 
Mingle with the meanings of the _ hol- 
low blast. Itis true, that Avarice, Pride 
and Ambition are “restless & insatiable.” 
~The first is calculated te circumscribe 
the range of benevolent feelings, to blunt 
the point of honest sensibility, & to close 
the avenues to the bosom of charity. The 
latter arrogate to themselves every thing 
noble—every thing excellent; scorning the 
meek and the humble things of the world. 
they assume to themselves the privilege t: 
exist at the expense of all besides; and re- 
gardless of the rules of propriety, the max- 
ims of truth, or the laws of justice, aspire 
to the summit of grandeur, and try to sway 
the sceptre of supreme controu!. Hence 
it may be inferred, that while the possibility 
exists for the one to grasp at lucre, or the 
others to riot in extravagance and acquire 
power and influence by the oppression of 
any portion of the human species, every 
impediment which ingenuity can devise, or 
the most fertile imagination suggest, will 
be thrown in the way of a general eman- 
, Cipation. But it is nevertheless to be hop- 
ed, that the advocates of freedom and jus- 
tice will unite. and by one grand effort, 
subdue the power, and destroy the machi- 
Rations of the enemies of virtue:—thus 


iHE LECTION. iliie ts NOt a Shae 
dow vf doubt that the abolition of slay ery 
n the United States, must be ultimately 
‘fected by means of the ballot box. ‘Tho’ 
much may be done towards preparing the 
public mind for it by writing and speaking, 
still, there will be many who will never re- 
‘nquish their usurped authority until that 
‘sfeit to operate epon them. It is the mes. 
diam through which we obtaina know- 
iedge of the general will, andin a govern- 
nent of the people, it is there the civil pow- 
er concentrates. [t is the palladium of 
liberty, and the avenues to it should at all 
times be well guarded. It should be pre- 
served pure and undefiled, and not con- 
sidered merely as the focus of public cpi- 
nion, bat, politically speaking as the fuun- 
tain of authority,and sanctuary of justice, 

The people of this country have of late, 
wofully experienced the effects of negiect- 
ing to pay a proper attention to the im. 
portant duty of electing suitable persons 
to represent them in the national and state 
legislatures, In the senate of the United 
States, in particular, a course of conduct 
has been pursyed, tending to produce the 
most humiliating & mortifying reflections. 
We have seen that the interests of the peo- 
ple were disregarded, their instructions 
despised, their prayers spurncd, and their 
petitions trampled under foot. We have 
seen the Union of the States jeopardized 
for the purpose ef extending the horrible 
system of slavery to regions where it was 
comparatively little known, by which the 
evils resulting from it must necessarily be 
increased, and the means of abolishing it 
proportionally diminished. We have seen 
the hall of congress, the Sancto Sanctorum 
of the American Republic, almost disgrac- 
ed by the discussion of questions & pro 
sitions which should never have obtained 
a moment’s consideration,but have passed, 
sub, silentio, to the shades of oblivion. In 
short, the people in some parts of the coun- 
try, have been sadly mis-represented :-—~ 
hence the necessity of enquiring particu- 
larly into the matter, to ascertain why it 
is 80. ) 

It is admitted that the members of the 
senate should be taken from the aristocra- 
tic part of the community, that their class 
may be justly represented, and that « pro- 
per equilibrium may be preserved in the 
government ; and it isalso acknowledged 


Shall our religion and morals be preserved} that the present mode of chosing them is 


pure and undefiled ; peace and prosperity 





wil! smile arvund us: and the blessiags of 
itberty may be handed down to posterity. 


perhaps the best that could be adopted. 
But on the other hand, it is contended, 


that as the people possess the sovereign 


at, 
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authority, and as their will, constitution-| 
ally expressed, is the supreme law of the 
Jand, the fountain from whence the latter 
derive their power, an: even their political 
existence, their voice should be heard, and 
their interests consulted. 

The United States senators are appoint- 
ed by the different state legislatures ; and 
consequently itis asked, are they not be- 

ond the reach or controul of the people ? 
—l1l answer—Let us mark well the conduct 
of those who offer as candidates for the 


TO NONE WHO ARE EVEN SUs- 
PECTED OF BEING IN FAVOR OF 
SLAVERY. Perhapsit may be necessary, 
in many cases, to require a public state- 
ment of their opinions on that subject, and 
even an avowal of the course they will pur- 
sue, should they have occasion to act upon 
it, either directly or indirectly. Were 
this particularly attended to, the fancied 
greatness of those who have found it con- 
venient to slight us, would soon dwindle to 
nothing ;—their pride would be humbled, 
and their arrogance would vanish before 
the majesty of responsibility. They would 
feel that they are indebted to those, whose 
interests they have wilfuily neglected, for 
their advancement to the post of honor, and 
would find it to their profit to consult the 
wishes of the people. 

Sectionat Poticy. In my last, } had 
occasion to notice the report of a commit- 
tee, appointed by the legislature of Mas- 
sachusetts, on the subject of revising the 
laws relative to the admission into, and re- 
sidence in that state, of negroes and mu- 
lattoes, | 

The subject upon which that report was 
grounded, presents itself te my mind as 
one of vast importance to the citizens of 
the United States, in general, and to the 
people of color in particular: and [ must 
solicit the indulgence of my readers, 
while I note down a few more of the re- 
flections to which it gave rise, and submit 
some further remarks for the consideration 
of the public. ; | 
, Without pretending to arrogate to my- 
selfa greater degree of foresight, or a bet- 
ter understanding of the nature and ex- 
tent of the evil of slavery than many others; 
without harboring a single idea in any de- 
gree unfavorable to those who have stood 
forth, of late, as the champions of freedom 
and equal rights, or doubting for a moment 


| 





4 Secondly—It will certainly 


iluty to point out some of the errors which 


{ conceive many have fallen into, and the 
prejudices which are yet visible ataong the 
people of the free states, relative to our co- 
lored population, &c, 

In the first place, f would premise, that 
in all our political transactions, tlhe people 
of the United States are to be viewed as a 
great national family, whose real interests 
are in general, completely identified, and 
whose true policy will be toact upon the 
principles of unity, of forbearance, of con- 
ciljation and concession, 

5 be admitted 
by all, that there are many true philanthro. 
pists and advocates of universal liberty 
inthe slave holding, as well as the free 
states—many whe are sincerely devoted tu 
the good cause, and provided some plan 
could be devised which they could feel sa- \ 
tisfied would be consistent with the safety 
ofall, they would cheerfully unite in the 
attempt to extend its blessings to every 
human being in our country without dis- 
tinction or exception. 

And thirdly—As the individual states 
each possess the power to regulate then 
vwn concerns, they have an acknowledged 
right to be consulted in all cases where 
they are in any degree interested. 

This being the case, it is evident that a 
course of policy must be pursued, tending 
to unite the exertions of -the houest, en- 
lightened and influential in every section 
of the country.—In plain terms, we must 
act upon the principles of a just and ra- 
tional compromise; and a mutual sacrifice 
of passion, prejudice, illiberality and sec- 
tional pride must be made on the altar of 
national happiness. 

What,[ would ask,is the first step neces- 
sary to be taken in the formation of so- 
ciety> The answer is, a compromise of 
feelings and opinions.— What is the basis 
or principle on which it exists? [tis com- 
promise.— What constitutes the ligament 


}that binds and holds together its various 


parts? ‘The same thing.—How is the bu- 
siness of society transacted, and by what 
means are its laws enacted and enforc- 
ed? Again, I answer, by a compromise 
of conflicting interests, and a unity of will 
and action; or, in other words, a mutual 
co-operation of the individuals compos- 
ing it. 

hus, it will be seen, that the welfare 


‘and even the existence of a community de- 


pends upon the cultivation of a spirit of 





the purity of their motives, I still feel it my 


forbearance, and a disposition in its mem 
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the other. 





our charity. 


_or tyrannical motives. 





bers to meet each other on terms of equahi-. 
ty. Consequently, the one part must not 
suffer itself to be actuated b 
prejudice, but, in all cases, shew a proper 


respect for the interests and opinions of |p , : 
| |slaves (as they believe) without running 


caprice on 


The people of the slave holding s 
are our brethren; they are a part of the 
same family with ourselves;—and as they 
were not, alone, instrumental in introduc- 
jing slavery into gur country, we ought not 

- to cast the odiam wholly upon them ;_nei- 
ther should we require them to do what 
they may think impossible. 
mate of R. Island been as favorable to the 
raising of cotton as that of the Carolinas, 
De Wolf would have found a market for his 
cargoes of human flesh before he went so 
fur south; and had the summers been long- 
ec in Massachusetts, the early settlers 
there, would, in all probability have pursu- 
ed the Virginia policy, and turned their 
attention to tobacco and slaves. 
ther, what would have been the situation 
of the northern and middle states, at this 
time, if they had possessed as great a slave 
population as those to the south, before the 
light of liberty had penetrated the gather- 
ing gloom which pervaded our political 
hemisphere, and ere the “ Rights of Man” 
were understuod and promulgated by 
founders of the American Republic? Can 
any one suppose that the people of New 
York and Pennsylvania could have abo- 

) lished slavery as easily as they did, if there 
had been as great a number of slaves in 
theirjcountry as there was,at the same time, 
in Virginia and Georgia ? Considerations 

| of this nature would have a tendency 
do away that irritable state of feeling 
which suggests those counteracting mea- 
sures hinted by the committee of the Mas- 
sachusetts’ legislature ; measures, which 
if carried into effect, would, instead of 
Subserving the cause ef humanity, throw 
impediments in the way of emancipation, 
increase the prejudice against the blacks, 
already existing, on account of color, and 
shut the door of hospitality against a nu- 
merous class of people who have @ just 
claim upon our pity, our indulgence, and 


Had the cli- 


And fur- 


The idea is too prevalent, that the south- 
ern people are mostly actuated by sordid 
To form a correct 
opinion of the publig sentiment there, in 
regard to slavery, we must suppose the 
White population to be divided into three 
classes. The first of these consists of the 


religious,the moral,the virtuous & the bene- 
volent, persons opposed to the system from 
principle, including many actual slavehold- 
ers, who have it not in their power, in the 
resent state of things, to emancipate their 


the risk of making their condition worse 
instead of better. The second class is 
chiefly made up of such as are in low cir- 
cumstances, and unable to purchase slaves, 
many of whom are laboring people, and 
consequently opposed to slavery from mo- 
tives of interest. The third is supposed 
to consist of thoroughgoing advocates of 
slavery : and the avaricious, the vain, the 
idle, the unthinking, the vicious aud the 
profligate, are the matetials of which it is 
composed. In viewing the conduct of the 
people in the states where slavery is tole- 
rated, a.proper line of demarkation should 
be drawn betwixt the several classes; and 


our warmest censure, it becoines us to ren- 
der honor to whom honor isdue. I think 
it may fairly be presumed that the first and 
secend of the classes above mentioned, 
would prove to be alarge majority 6f the 
people, and would willingly use their ex- 
ertions to abolish the system of slavery, 


which they could be satisfied that it might 
be done with safety. As tu the other, a 
few proselytes may be made from it, but 
in the main, those who compose it ¢an be 
convinced of the impropriety and the wick. 
edness of holding their fellow creatures in 
bondage,by no other means than the cogen? 
reasoning of the ballot box. 

‘To sum up the whole, a general and fair 
understanding should be had of the diffe- 
reat views and sentiments of the most en- 
lightened, influential and virtuous persons 
in the several states, and a disposition 
should be manifested to meet each other on 
terms of equality and friend! 








‘\y confidence. 
The differences arising from conflicting 
opinions, and the collision of local jarring 
interests, should be adjusted in the epirit 
of amity and forbearance, and settled on 
tue basis of true and genuine patriotism. 
Though the friends of emancipation should 
never for a moment lose sight of their ob- 
ject, but vigorously pursve it through every 
intricate maze of crooked and inistakea 
policy in which it may attempt to elude 
their search, and though the wil! of 
the majority, when fairly expressed, 
should be the supreme law, from which 








there can be no appeal, yet a course of com 


while those who justly deserve it, receive * 


provided a plan should be laid down by * 
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duct that wouid have a tendency to irritate 
those, who honestly differ from them in 
opiiion,should be carefully and studious! y 
avoided. They should neveragree to com- 
promit the rights or essential interests of 
any one, white or black. but minor conside- 
rations should be sacrificed on the altar of 
union. And while it should be consider- 
ed the duty of every true patriot to lash 
the presumptuous and unprincipled * advo- 
cates of slavery,” and to hold up to the 
view of the public the vile conduct of those 
violaters of the laws of nature & the rights 
of man, still, particular care should be ta- 
ken, not to wound the feelings of the ho- 
nest and the upright, nor to withhold from 
any, the meed of inerit justly due. 


p  -______________ 
FOR THE GENIUS OF UNIVENSAL EMANCIPATION. 


We execrate as savages, those who, in 


Se 
bust COMOD US PH tbe 


pres i say r No: that 
e‘ple, whose fruits are benevolence, were 
ys love, and peace, as it predominates in 
ihe human breast, hisses into infamy, and 
banishes from the abodes of men, this mon. 
ster of human depravity, this hydra of in- 
iquity, from which luxury, pride and cra. 
jelty flow, as so many native streams, and 
‘with their pestilential vapours destroy 
each tender germ of patriotism and virtue, 
Oh, Christendom! I tremble for thy fate; 
for there is cherished within thy bosem a 
SERPENT, which preys upon thy vitals! 
| “I saw,” says a respectable writer, 
“two females and their children soid by 
auction in the streets—and when I heard 
their sobs, and saw fhe big tear roll down 
their cheeks, I could not refrain from weep- 
‘ing with them. Virginia prides itself on 
‘the comparative mildness of its treatment 
of the slaves; and in fact they increase in 











time of war, seize and carry off as slaves, numbers so that many are actually suppii- 


our wives and our children; we shurider, 
at the custom of the Algerines, wiv as- 
sign to hopeless bondage such of our unfor- 
tunate countrymen as fall into their hands | 
— yet we hold in unconditional servitude | 
those wretched victims of tyrannical pow- 
er, the descendants of Africa, who are in 
our land, and not only plead the necessity, 
but urge the impolicy of breaking the 
heavy yoke, and letting the oppressed go 
free. Bunt upon what principle do we 
brand them as heathens, who rivet the 
chains of slavery upon our citizens, whilst 
we condemn to the same. ignominy hun- 
dreds and thousands within our borders ? 
Why fit out our vessels, and send forth 
our armies, against them as tyrannical 
usurpers of power, and oppressors of inno- 
cence, whilst here the sable sons of Afriea 
groan beneath the lash of their taskmas- 
ters, and raise in vain the supplicating cry 
for pity. By being Christians in theory. 
and heathens in practice, we shut the door 

ainst the diffusion of the glad tidings of 
the Gospel among the nations, and furnish 
them with too much reason to stigmatize 
us with the opprobrious epithets of « Chris. 
tian dogs !”” 

To me it is cause of surprize and horror, 
that the Christian came was ever permit- 
ted to be stained with the sweat and blood 
of Africa extorted by the unfeeling unsym- 

athizing hand of iron hearted tyranny. 
And that-in violation of acknowledged 
rights. Christianity should, by seeming in- 
terest, he brought to riot on the sighs and 


ed from that state to those further scuth, 
where their treatmeut is said to be much 
more severe. There are regular dealers, 
who buy them up, and drive them in gangs 
chained together, toa southern market. | 
am informed, that few weeks pass without 
some of them being marched through thus 
place. A traveller toid me that be saw, 
two weeks ago, one hundred and twenty 


slaves sold by auction in the street of Rich- 


mond, and that they filled the am with la- 
mentations.” It may, indeed, be truly 
said, that of all the evils attendant on sla- 
very, none is more shameful, none more 
agonizing, thay this, by which brothers and 
sisters, parents and children, husband aod 
wife, are wrested forever from each etier’s 
arms, and dvuomed to bid an eternal adieu 
to all that is near and dear on earth, No 
tongue can describe, no pencil paint, nor 
imagination conceive, the frantic sensa- 
tions of despair, which must rend thetr 
souls, when dragged asunder inte endless 
exile, and compelled to endure all the se- 
verity that the ingenuity of a hardened vil- 
laincaninvent. Behold the humble inno- 
cents, harmless as the dove whose metody 
warbles in the grove, their father’s hope, 


their mother’s joy, the solace of their decli- § 


ning years, snatched by arbitrary powet 
from their fond eurbrace, loaded with fet: 
ters, deprived of the blessings of science, 
and (as far as oppression can effect it) ex 
cluded from the rays of Gospel light. Ne 
more shall the soft pillow ease their aching 





tears of suffering humanity. Christianity, 





heads; no more shall a father’s bed Ai 0 
their teembligg limbs; no more shall a kind 
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minds to sobriety and virtue. Alas! what 
post be their feelings. when, at the bare 
recital, humanity shudders, the heart re- 
yoits,and Justice waves his golden wings. 
as if to leave forever the habitations of 
mortals! ‘Thus, like the Crocodile, our 
modern slave traders live on their own 
species; monsters in human form, regard- 
less of every tender feeling, destitute of 
every principle that dignifies man as man, 
they stalk through our streets, rioting in 
juxury, and arrayed in sumptuous apparel. 
whilst, with sacrilegious hands, they break 
each sacred tie of nature, and precipitate 
the wretched victims of their avarice into 
the gulf of despair. No matter how exal- 
ted tieir station, nor how great their pre- 
tensions in favor of emancipation may be, 
if they can sever parents and children and 
relatives asunder, surely their hearts are 
as callous to the principle of humanity as 
adawant, or as the hungry tiger, that sucks 
the blood of the lamb! Is there then, i 

America, aman who could deliberately | 
“sell fifty four negroes,” and cause them 
to be conveyed far from their kindred and 
friends ? We proclaim in the ears of the 
world, that all men are by nature free—| 
and does there exist, among the enlight- 
ened people by whom this solemn declara- 
tion is made, *an ordinance, by which 
any person that teaches a person of color. 
either bond or free, to read of write, is 
subjected to a fine of thirty dollars for 
each offence; and every person of color. 
who shall teach reading or writing, is sub- 
ject to a fine of thirty dollars, or be im- 


lashes"!!! Oh, interest, how partial art 
thou, and yet how potent! Thou canst 
control the policy of nations, and bind per- 
petual fetters on the ebon sons of Africa! 
HUMANITAS. 
————_—_—_—_ 
FOR THE GENIUS OF UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION 


ORIGIN OF SLAVERY IN THE U. STATES. 


cans, a feeling 


prepossessions, 


tween them. 


pnt approach to soothe the throbbing jmotver country. Their immediate descent 
heart, to administer the healing balm, 11/|from the English, the protection, which in 

sickness, nor to fora: their inexperiencec|times of peril & adversity, had been ex- 
tended to them, the similarity in their late 
guage, manners and sentiments, all con» 
spired to produce in the bosem of Ameri- 
| of filial affection towards 
England. Nor could any cause, but the 
long continued oppresssive, & unwarrantas 
bie conduct of the British government tor 
wards them have eradicated these amiable 
For it is but the tribute 
ot justice to say, that the people of the U. 
States, from’ the earliest period of their 
history, have manifested a strong desire 
to be upon terms of friendship with Great 
Britain ; and however cold they may feel 
towards her, at this day, it cannot be im- 
puted to the citizens of this Republic, that 
this effect has been produced by any surli- 
ness of disposition inherent in them. 
the estimation of the candid and enlighten¢ 
ed, it must be admitted, that the Ameri- 
cans have indicated a spirit of forbear- 
ance towards England, while her conduct 
has been uniformly such, as to produce in 

us an irritable state of feeling towards 


From a variety of considerations, in the 
present state of the world, it is sincerely 
to be wished, that this mutual asperity of 
temper between the two nations, should 
no longer exist. Whether their interests,or 
honor are consulted, it will be advantageous 
to both, that a friendly understanding. and 
cordial intercourse should take p 
And for the ascomplish- 
ment of this desirable object, it becomes 
of all, instead uf widening the 
anfortunate breach which now operates as 
prisoned ten days and receive thirty-nine|a barrier to their friendship, to soften their 
tempers, and allay their prejudices, 

It cannot be disputed, buf that England 
has many, very many and aggravated poli- 
tical sins, justly attributable to her: and so 
far as she deserves reproach, and execra- 
tion, I would say, let her notbe  un- 
whipt of justice.” But if in any 


That there exists in our country a deep 
rooted prejudice against England, is a pro- 
position too palpable to require demonstra- 
Nor can it be denied, but that the 
deportment and political bearing of that 
nation towards the United States has been 
such, as infallibly to have produced this ef- 
Anterior to the Revolution, ther: 
was manifested by the colonists, an une. 


quivocal partiality and predeliction for the 


tion. 


fect. 


stance she has been unjustly charged with 
national crimes, every principle of equity 
and justice demands, that she should be ex. 
onerated from the aspersion. This is a 
measure of justice which all, uniess blinded 
by pes or prejudice, will cheerfully 
vield. 

At the present day, when the evils and 
injustice of slavery are felt and acknowe 
lfedged by all—when the patriots of our 











country cannet but feel the mest awful pre- 
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Seuuucuts ol iis Goal cousequences—when 
the venevolent and philanthropic are ex- 
erting their influence to prevent its exten- 
sion, and extenuate its horrors, it is but 
natural that the authors of this curse to our 
country, should receive our execration. 
Aad it is belicved to be a received opinion 
among those who have not infurméd them- 
selves tpon this subject, that the English 
were the first whe introduced slaves in 


different departments of het government 
—yet in relation to their sentiments and 
conduct as to slavery at home, she cannot 
but command our warmest approbation. 





** Slaves cannot breathe in England, 
“ And they themselves once ferried o’er the 
waves 


“That part us, are emancipate aud loose.” 


Yes truly it may be said, for their courts 
of judicature have solemnly recognised the 





North America. As this part of the con- 
tinent was mostly settled with emigrants | 
from Great Britaian, and as she was the, 
most active in the commercial transactions | 
with the-colonies,it is naturally interred 
that she was the first to introduce the odious 
traffic in negroes in our country. 

The Portuguese were undeniably thie 
first whose avarice, stifling every sense of 
justice, and every feeling of humanity, first 
conceived the idca, and put in practice the 
project, of making gain by the seizure and 
sale of the ill fated” natives of Africa. 
They were the first Europeans who visit-, 
ed that part of the coast of Africa, from 
whence the negroes were taken as slaves. | 
In 1486, Capt. Diaz, being the first Euro- 
pean navigator who had sailed so far east- 
ward, visited the Cape of Good Hope ; and 
in. 1496, Vasquez de Gama doubled that 
Cape, and discovered a passage to the In- 
dies. And it may be proper here to re- 
mark, that as the Portuguese nation was 
the first to engage in this detestable trade, 
theirs is the only government that at this 
time openly and avowedly countenances 
and continues the slave trade to the cuast 
of Africa. 

But I have asserted, that the English 
were not the first importers of Africans to 
this country. In proof of this, I would refer 
the reader to Marshall’s Life of Washing-| 
ton, vol. 1, page 68, where it ts said, that. 
in 1621, a Dutch vessel, availing itself of 





principle, that he, who in ether climes had 

been bowed down with the chains of bond: 

age, yet * the moment he sets his foot upon 

the sacred soil of Britain, the. ground on 

which he treads is holy, and consecrated by 

the Genius of Universal Emancipation.” 
L,. 
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FOR THE GENIUS OF UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION, 

Slavery, from its very nature, is contra- 
ry toevery principle of morality, of reason 
and religion. Ile who deprives me of my 
property, violates the sacred rules of right 
—lHle who wrests from me my liberty, is 
guilty ofa species of murder, and of wac- 
ing war against the God of justice. The 
body may be bound with chains, but it is 
not in the power of man to confine the 
soul :—spurning the fetters of the oppres- 
sor,it ranges unchecked and sincontrouled ¢ 
it soars on the pinions of freedom and im- 
mortality. The confinement of the body, 
while the spirit is at liberty, produces a 
sensation more terrible fo the imagination 
than that of a final separation by the hand 
of death. 

The citizens of the United States pride 
themselves in the enjoyment of their liber- 
ty, and glory in the excellence of their 
political institutions. Every anniversary 
of the birth-day of their independence is 
announced by the roar of catinon and mus- 
quetry, the rattling of the dram, and the 


the commercial liberty that then prevailed, shrill sound of the fife: but what mast be 
brought into James River twenty Africans. our feelings when we reflect that notwith- 


who were immediately purchased asslaves.’ | 
This was, without doubt, the first instance’ 
of our shores being polluted by the sale of | 
human flesh! 

Thus it will be seen, that England is 
not chargeable with originating the wis- 
graceful practice of making slaves of the 
unoffending Africans, or of introducing 
slavery into this country. However nu- 


merous may be the causes of complaint 
against her—however faulty in its theory, 
and absurd in its application, may beher 


standing this, the morning dawns upon 3 
million and a half of the children of Africa, 
who are doomed to the most ignominious 
bondage. & are pining in the most wretch- 
ed and abject slavery, exposed to the lash 
of the pitiless and unrelenting task master 
in this land of freedom! It would seem 
as if these bursts of joyful emotion were 
calculated, merely, to drown the cries and 
lamentations of the oppressed; and that the 
most arrant hypocricy is made the standard 
of virtue~Gracieus God! what a creature 





‘constitution—however currupt may be the 





ia man ! ! YERITAS. 
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-Introduction.of Slaves. jin such trade or business, or be any way 


A vessel was lately seized at New York 
by the revenue officers, as says the “#ven- 
ing Post,” tor bringing into the Uniced, 
States, slaves contrary to law, though, as 
we understand, not designedly. ‘The slaves 


in question, we leara, belonged to soime} 


centlemen passages, and were domestics| 
of their families in the West Indices, which’ 
they brought with them in their visit to this. 
countey as waiters, and which were to re- 
turn with them, The inconvenience and 
loss to shippers and consignees, as well as 
to owners of vessels, must be very se- 
rious, if the forfeitare attaches. ‘That the 
mercantile Community may be aware of 
the law on that subject, and foreigners be 
put on their guard, we heregive a synop- 
sis Of the act. . 

The law ander which these seizures 
have been made, passed, April 20th, 1818. 
and is entitled «* An act in addition to ap 
act to prohibit the introduction of staves 


tuto any poré er place withid the jurisdic- 


tion of the United States, from and after 
the first day of January, 1807, and to re- 
peal certain parts of tie same.” 

The first wection enacts that. «it shall 
not be lawfal to import or bring in any 
uanner whatsoever into the United Statés 
oc territories thoreof, from aty foreign 
kingdom, place or country, any negro, mu- 
latto or person of color, as a slave or to be 
eld to any service or labor; ahd any ship 
vessel, or other water craft, employed in 
any importation as aforesaid, shall 
dle to seizure, prosecution, and forfeiture 
in any district in which it may be feund; 
one half thereof to the United States, and 
the other half to the use of him or them 
who shall prosecute him or. them to 
effect.” 7 

The 2d section sbjects to forfeiture. 
any ship or vessel, her tackle, apparef, fur- 
niture and lading, that is built, fitted, or 
loaded in any port or place within the ju- 
risdiction of the United States, or sails 


trom such port or place, for the purpose of 


procuring any negro, mulatto, or person 
of color, from any foreign kingdom, plac« 
or country, to be Ten rey to any por! 
or place, to be held, so 

posed of as slaves, one halfto the United 
“fates, the other to the prosecutor. 


The $d section provides, that any per- 


sou or persons so building, fitting out, 
equipping, loading, or otherwise preparing 
_ or sending away, and causing to be ‘done, 
With intent te employ euch ship or vessel 


; 7-~ 


lia-! 


d, or otherwise dis- 


concerned in aiding or abetting therein, 
shall severally forfeit'and pay a sam not 
exceeding five thousand dollars, and more 
over be imprisoned for a term not more 
than seven nor less than three years. 
Section 4th provides, thatifany citizen 
of the United States, or other persons re 
sident within the jurisdiction of the same, 
shall take on board, receive or transport 
from the coast of Africa, or from any other 
foreiga kingdom, place of country, or from 
sea, any negro, hot being au inhabitant, 
nor held to service by the laws of either of 
tue states or United States, for the purpose 
aforesaid, Ire shall forfeit and pay a sum 
‘not exceeding five thousand dol nor 
less than one thouand, and moreover shall 
suffer imprisonurent as aforesaid. And 
every ship or vessel, boat ‘or other water 
craft, on board which such negro, &c. shall 


{have been taken on board, shail forfeit her 


tackle and the goods and effects found on 
board the same, or shall have been import 
ed therein, and every such ship or vessel 
shalt be condenmed. 


| Section 5th prohibits any person from 


holdingany right in such negro under any 
importer or those claiming under him. 
Section 6th subjects any person who 
shall sell such prohibited negra, &c. ,to a 
penalty of ten thousand dollars, and seven 
years Uoprisonment. 

Section 7th provides, that ifany person 
shall purchase or dispose of any negro, &c. 
for a slave, or to be held to service or labor, 
who shall have been imported or brought 
in any way from any foreign kingdom, 
{place or country, or from the dominions of 
any foreign state immediately adjoining 
the United States, he shall forfeit and pay 
one thousand dollars. Provided that the 
aforesaid forfeiture shall not extend to the 
jseller or purchaser of any negro, &c. who 


4 


{which has been or shall be made by any 
j!egislature of any state. 

Section 8th, relates to the species of 
inroof required, Section 9th, fiwits the 
jtime of coihmenting to five years. Sec- 
}‘ion 10th, repeals the former law. 








From the St Louis Enquirer. 


vuish Slavery, in all her dominions, on just 
ind equitable terms, if he is disposed te 
do se ‘a 
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may be sold by virtue of any regulation - 


| Plans for the Abolition of Slavery. 


It is certain that the Republic may extin-* 
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_ ‘Phe numod:r of slaves within her limits, 
de not exceed 1,200,000. The females but 
half that number; their average value not 
more than $200 ; their total value but about 
120 millions. 

The republic owns east of the Mississip- 
pi 150 millions of acres of public land; west 
of it 1100 millions; total 1250 millions. 

At two dollars an acre, tt would require 
but 60 millions of these acres to purchase 
all the female slaves in the United States, 
and the purchase and liberation of the fe- 
males would accomplish the object: the 
children follqwing the condition of the mo- 
ther, would be free by birth; the existing 
race of males would be free by death ; and 
slavery itself would be extinguished with 
the extinction of the present generation. 

To give effect to a plan of emancipation 

on these principles, a law of Congress 
should be passed to assess the value of fe- 
male slaves ; to fix the age at which they 
should become free ;_ and to give a certifi- 
cate.of tie assessed value to the different 
owners. The certificates should be re- 
ceivable in payment of ali public lands. 
Before going into operation the law should 
be submitted to a convention ef those in- 
terested in each of the slave holding states. 
If adopted by the majority of the conven- 
tion in any state, the law should go inte 
operation throughout that state. 

The practicability of this pli.a admits of 
easy demonstration. 

If proposed by Congress it would hard- 
ly be rejected by slave holding states. 
Justice, Safety, Interest, would combine 
to*make them adopt it. Some would vote 
for it because they would feel the injustice 
of denying liberty to a human being when 
it would be granted without injury to them- 
selves ; others because they would be wil- 
ling to avert from their posterity the des- 
olating horrors of a servile war; others 
because they would see in ihe bargain pro- 
posed, the exchange of a perishable proper- 
ty, of uncertain increase, for an imperisha- 
ble estate which would continue to rise in 
value as long as liberty and prosperity | 
should continue to be protected in this free 
aud happy land, Nor would the Republic 
find its wealth diminished. The land be-| 
stowed would be cover: | by freemen, and 
cultivated by patriot hands. It would be- 


come the means of augmenting the true’ 
wealth and power of the Republic, by in- 
creasing the number of those whe would 
be able to pay taxes and bear arms for its 





support, and ready to lay down their lives 


when the service of their country should 


demand it. HOWARD. 


From the Richmond Enguirer— Another new pian, 

It is a fact which cannot be denied or 
controverted, that there is something in 
the present policy of Virginia, decidedly 
unfavorable to her speedy advancement in 
those political and internal improvements, 
which have elevated some of the northern 
states to such a pitch of enviable eminence; 
who, but a few years ago, were our inferi- 


‘ors in rank, wealth, and apparent prosper- 


ity. Andif the same causes continue to 
operate, during another such a period, (as 
they in all probability will, unless we are 
roused from our lethargy) the state of Obie, 
one of the youngest in the Union, and for- 
med out of the wild fragments of Virginia, 
bids fair to rival in population the ancient 
dominion itself. With these facts staring 
us in the face, it becomes the duty of every 
friend to Virginia to pause and reflect, 
whether there is still any just cause for 
the foundation of that state pride which we 
have hitherto cherished: and if not, to en- 
deavor to point out some of the causes of 
this retardation of the general prosperity. 
There can be uo doubt that slavery, that 
inert mass of our population, is one great 
cause of all our misfortunes: for that is the 
dead weight which mars all enterprize, and 
clogs all the wheels of our political ma- 
chine. Noman wii has given the subject 
proper consideration, will deny, that if 
Virginia could, by any means, exchange 
the whole number of her blacks for only 
one half that number cf whites, she would 
then be ready to take a fair startin that 
race of active improvements, now running 
by most of the free states. But, encum- 
bered as she is with her black population, 
with a prospect of that incumbrance in- 
creasing to a considerable degree, she will 
find more occasion to watch than improve 
her condition under her present system. 
Slavery, even in its mildest form, is still 
a kind of civil warfare, where the servants 
perform but half the ordinary work of free- 
men, aud pilfer all they can with safety 
besides. It is useless to expect pure hon- 
esty without pure morality : and who will 
deny that the whole intercourse between 
masters and slaves consists in a demand 
for gain, and passive obedience on the one 
hand, and authority ou the otber! The 
sooner, therefore, we make the beginning 
of an attempt to relieve ourselves from this 
grievance the sooner we shall discover 
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our true, and rely on our own resources: 
and thenceforward be prepared to advance 
with confidence and rapidity, in the envi- 
able contest fer improvements. We have 
too lung done nothing more than talk and 





The culture of sugar particularly 1s..s0 
vc-y profitable that very high prices can 
be afforded to be given for slaves by ‘the 
sugar planter, and if he is restricted from 
the importation of them from Africa, he 










lament the existence of this acknowledged 
evil: founded on a disregard of all 
principles, “AB inrr1o;” and the world 
now expects and demands some evidence 
of sincerity, andlougs to see the com- 
mencement of some system that may prom- 
ise eventuallyto eradicate this stain from 
our national eseutcheon. It is the com- 
mencement only of some generous system, 
concerning which we areso anxious: and 
for the consummation, let that period be 
fixed at some such far distant day, that no 
man shall have just cause to object and say 
nay, youinjure my property. For ins- 
tance, let us pass an act, declaring, that 
all involuntary servitude shall cease to ex- 
ist within the territorial limits ef Virginia, 
‘ from and after the first day of January in 
the year two thousand. Such an act 
would not reduce the value of our slaves 
one cent to the present proprietors, nor to 
the next generation, nor even to children 
of that generation: while at the same time 
it would give us all the time and opportu- 
nities we could desire, to dispose of or ex- 
change that dead property for a more use- 
ful and profitable kind. 

By some such regulations, and affording 
facilities to the free blacks to emigrate to 
Hayti or Cuba,* (for Cuba and all the 
West India islands, are destined to under- 
go,in a very short time, all the horrors & 
Jate of St. Domingo,) you will lay a sure 
foundation for the future permanent pros- 


jirst 


must of necessity resort to the slave hold- ~ 
ersin Virginia, &c. This demand must, 
from the nature of things, continue for a 
long time to come, and wll have as pow- 
erful a tendency to enhance the price as to 
render the breeding of slaves in Virginia, 
&c. very lucrative. From the operation of 
these causes, it is highly probable that, long 
before the expiration of the period men- 
tioned by the worthy author of « Another 
New Plan,” the black population of Vir- 
ginia, &c. would become quadrupled. And 
what would then be the situation’ of the 
states so circumstanced? Would they 
not be * destined to undergo in avery short 
time, all the horrors and fate of St. Do- 
mingo?” Some remedy, then, more exje- 
ditious, as well as more effectual in its op- 
eration, becomes absolutely necessary. 

Upon revolving this important subject 
in my mind, an expedient has presented 
itself, which, in my apprehension, would 
prove effectual in exterminating sl:very 
from al! except the states where sugar will 
form the principal crop. 


My plan is as follows: 
The congress pass an act prohibiting 
after a given time, say 10 or.20 years, the 
exportation of slaves from one state into 
another; or, if deemed more decidediv 
within the orbit of the powers vested in the 
general government, prohibiting simply 
the importation of slaves into any state or 
territory from any other state or quarter 
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perity of Virginia. NESTOR. — 


————s 


From ths National Intelligencer. 


FROM A NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT, | 
r | >. ra t 
The subject matter of « Another New, 


; 


whatever. I should presume that such an 
act of congress might be made to take effect 
within even the short period of ten years, 
without operating in the least injuriously 
to any of the present slave holding states. 







Plan” from the Enquirer, is indeed wor-|Should the laws against all foreign impor- 
thy of great consideration, But the plan tations of slaves be rigidly enforced, the 
itselfis rendered wholly nugatory from/demand created by the sugar planters 
tie distant period proposed for the final | would probably more than sustain the pre- 
cessation of slavery. It is beyond all/sent prices. ‘Fhe holder, then, of slaves 
question that the prohibition to the impor-jin Virginia, &c. could not incur any actual 
tation of slaves into the territories of the jloss from the operation of such an act.— 
United States will prove highly advanta- | But be iis operation what it may, he would 


feous to the slave-holder in Virginia, &c.jhave no just cause for complaint. If he 
should be able to make more from the Ja- 


bor ofa slave than from selling him, even 


















* What will be the situation of the slave-hol.- | 


ding states when those events take place ?— | ; ‘ 
Ed, Enquirer. iat an advanced price, he would remein 


Saperstein sete extras isin i 
Dreadful in the exteme—free your country, | P° fectly at liberty to keep him. But the 


from the curse of slavery as quick as possible. [probability is, that, should such an act poss 
Ed. G. U. Emancipation, {there would not, at the expiration of the 
A | 
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time iiimited thereiu, be a single slave eft) to the slave trade, which produced great 


io Maryland or Virginia. SENEX. 


From the Philanthropist. 


The present census will shew the amount 
of each class of population in each state. 
Let an estimate be made of an equalized 

opulation of white aod colored people. 

hat is, how many colored people each of 
the states should put off, and how many 
each of the free states should take in to 
make the proportion of colored peop'e 
equal inall the states. Let the slave states 
establish an irrevocable system of gradual 
bat complete abolition of slavery.—Let 
those who would become liberated in these 
be prepared for the exercise of the rights 
of citizens, by education, and receive on 
coming to freedom asmall sum by which 
to raise themselves above ‘he condition of 
paupers. Thus prepared, let them be sent 
out in quotas, to the free states, as fast as 
possible. Let them be admitted to the 
rights of citizens in all the s@ates—And 
the representation in each state be gov 
erned by the free persons only. - 

This would remove the great objection 
to emancipation in the Southern States. 
It would require nothing unreasonable, or 
even difficult ofthem. On the part of the 
free states it would be concession. But 
that coneession would be laudable, digni- 
fiel—~and completely identified with pa- 
triotism and humanity. 

It is true it would require time. It 
would require a modification of the fede- 
ral Constitution, and might require con- 
siderable modification in itself; but if 
taken upin the true spirit of humanity, 
and conciliation, the difficuities I appre- 
hend, would be much less formidable than 
we may suppose. 

=— — 








“. Foreign Opinions. 

Extract of a letter from an American genile- 
snan in Vienna, to his brother in New Jervey, dat- 
ed June 1st 1821. Communicated for the Na- 
tional Gazette. ‘ 

+s I was at the Coffee House in the Rohl- 
mart at Vienna. A manwas smoking a 
pipe and reading the Austrian Observer of 
the 28thof May. It is the Court Gazette. 
He suddenly cried shame! shame! and 
said America; I asked my companion, a 
German, “ what is the meaning ofall that. 
America is a name that excites no indig- 
nant feeling in the heart of any freeman.” 
He replied, that it was anarticle referring 


indignation in.all who read it, and was 
| quite the morning talk. « Ah! (said I) 
thatis South America, among the Spani. 
ards; itis a traffic we abhor; our govern. 
ment sends its ships to the coast of Africa 
ito exterminate it; rt is a trade detestahle to 
human hature.’” He laid hishand upon my 
arm before the rhapsody was finished, an¢ 
said ‘No my friend, it is at Richmond—that 
is in North America—that is in the U, 
States—that is in Virginia ;’ and while one 
[man cried shame and another echoed, I 
could not say there was no shame when he 
showed me the article. —How Mr. Gordor 
a Scotchman, died at Richmond; and how 
his slaves were sold at public auction, and 
all the particulars false and true, were de. 
tailed with the minutest accuracy; and the 
traveller saw with a bleeding heart, he 
said, the mother separated from the daugh- 
ter, whom the stave dealer bought for 800 
dollars, to be carried to a far country ; and 
how the spectators felt no resentment when 
he lashed her with his whip to revive her 
from fainting; and how he wondered that 
such a thing coald exist among a free peo- 
ple, and in an enlightened age of the world. 


[ would not have permitted the name of 
my country to bé connected with any ex- 
pressions of dishonor, if I could have ut- 
'teriy denied the story, but I was constrain- 
‘ed to admit that it might be a fact that 
there had been a sale of slaves at public 
auction, but that the tale was very much 
exaggerated, to bring discredit on our in- 
stitutions. 

I have been three times put fo the biush: 
\by explaining this story to foreigners, who 
were friends to our country: for it was 
published first:in Galignani’s Messenger, 
at Paris, which circulates almost over the 
| whole continent, and again in the Vienna 
Gazette. 

As I am not one of those who graduate 
the scale of justice and humanity according 
to geographical distinctions, or party pol- 
itics, I must say that [ had been willing 
that those who permit such an evil to exist 
among them, should take to themselves al! 
the shame I felt in the Vienna coffee-house 
—or, if they can, deny ox defend it with a 
better grace thanI did.” G. W. Be 











~~ EROM NILES WEEKLY REGISTER. 


Cash for blood.—Advertisements he2¢- 
ed « Cash for Negroes” have been exclu 
\ded from the Baltimore newspapera, th° 





- ys 






a> i ie a. a ~~ |_| af hl; 


— a |e a> _ — aa. 








GENIUS OF UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATIONe. 


45 





ee eee 


Fiat Justitia, #iuat Calum. 


Saneneatnsamnn aaeeeaenend 


— 





, », 


pusic iceling being in concerd with that 
of our editors, but the trade is not on.that 
account to be considered as extinguished. 
As consummate villains as ever cursed the 
earth with their presence and blasted hu- 
manity by their conduct, have a number 
of Jens in the suburbs of the city, wherein 
misery persenified is groaning in chains, 
and gagged. lest pity should enter these 
abodes of distress. But we notice mm an 
fiaston paper.and in one published in the 
city of MFashington also, such advertise- 
inents—and, that a wholesale dealer an- 
nounces his ability, at all times, to advance 
as much cash as wi!! purchase all the hu- 
man blood that is to be found in fifty car- 
cases. Others among us, not more than 
three or four persons, perhaps, a8 princt- 
puls-—wretches, whose hearts are as devoid 
a honor, honesty, or humanity, as we cap 
:waine the greatest monster in the lowest 
hell Co ba. it seems are still engaged in the 
slave trade. in violation of all law, and 
uurperinG from 50 to 100 poor crea- 
tures every voyage. One of the vessels of 
these, we are happy to learn, has been sei- 
zed by the U. 38. schooner Alligator, on 
the coast of Africa, and will be sent in for 
adjudication. The penalty for this of- 
fence, by a recent law of the United States, 
is death—and, without knowing who are 
the parties, even though my own brother, 
if I had one, was engaged in the business, 
1 would hope that the law might be caus- 
ed to operate to its utmost extent. Men 
so depraved should be swept from the face 
of the earth, without exception, on proof 
of their cuilt. 

The increase of slaves in some of t 
states, compared with that of the white 
popalation, we should think ought to lead 
them to the adoption of same measures to 
prevent the domestic trade. could name 
a county in which the white population is 
only 703, and that of the siaves 7214. The 
sun shines and it is day—-we may as well 
expect day without a rising of the sun, as 


to suppose that such an alarming state of 


things can always remain undisturbed.— 


It is against every rule and principle of 


nature, History teaches us this, and jike 
causes will produce like effects until time 
shall be no more. 


— 








—— 
From the Western Herald. 

We publish the following extract from 

a southern paper as an instructive com- 


ment on the blessings of slavery. Further 
remark is unnecessary, RS 








An unfortunate occurreuce, we learn, 
took place near Newberu, (N.C.) a few 
days ago, the minute particulars of which 
we are uninformed. It seems that a num- 
ber of armed runaway negroes, supposed 
to be about 80, had taken refuge near 2 
place called White Oak, on Trent river, 
and whose menacing and rebellious cun- 
duct had excited apprehensions of spread- 
ing disaffection among the neighboring ne- 
croes—to suppress which, two detachments 
of militia were called out, who unfortu- 
nately met in the night, unknown fo each 
other, at Trent bridge, where several fires 
were exchanged, which terminated with 
no little slaughter on both sides ; eacit cap- 
tain being dangerously wounded, and from 
five to six privates on each side badly 
wounded, e names of the two com- 
manders our informant does not recoilect, 


MONTESQUIEU. 


« Were I to vindicate the right to make 
slaves of negroes,’’ says the philosopher, 
“these should be my arguments: 

« The Europeans, having «xtirpated the 
Americans { the natives,| were obliged to 
make slaves of the Africans for clearing 
such vast tracts of land. 

‘‘ These creatures are all over black, 
and with such a flat nose that they caa 
scarcely be pitied. ; 

“It is hardly to be believed that God, 
who is a wise being, should place a soul, 
especially a good soul, in such a black ugly 
body. | 
‘‘ It is impossible for us to suppose these 








Wélfrem tot to be men; because, allowing 


them to be men, a suspicion would follow 
that we ourselves are not Christians.” 
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Domestic & Foreign Intelligence. 


The article below, under the head of 
‘South Carolina faw,” is calculated to 
produce in the mind of a patriotic Amei- 
ican citizen mingled sensations of shame 
and disgust, and-the most unqualified dis- 
approbation of the conduct of its authors, 
Many of the persons concerned in the en- 
actment of this despotic decree, (for I will 
not dignify it by the fille ofan American 
law) are, no doubt, engaged in cetitribu- 
ting to the were of missionary establish - 
ments in the Kast Indies—thus pompously 
parading themselves before the public with 





their donations, and professing to be actu- 
ated by a desire to diffuse the MAXiNes and 
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precepts of the Gospel among the heathen. 
while they deny it to those whose condition. 
they tell us, is MUCH IMPROVED BY AN 
ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE PRINCIPLES 
or Cunistianity!!!—Such consummate 
hypocrisy in a people so enlightened as the 
citizens of the United States, is without a 
paraltel in the annals of mankind. . It is 
2 thousand times worse than the conduct 
of the Mahomedans of Algiers, With 
them, the slave is. not only allowed to be 
instructed in the principles of their reli- 
gion, but wpon acknowledging himself a 
convert to their faith, he is immediately 
declared to be free. 


It is certainly very laudable to encour- 
age the spread of the Gospel aniong those 
who have never become acquainted with it 
-——~but it would seem to be more consistent, 
and, at the same time, more patriotic, to 
allay the sufferings and enlighten the minds 
of the ignorant and deeply injured Africans 
in our own country, than to be seen gad- 
ding over the remote parts of the earth in 
ostentatious pursuit of objects of charity: 
and, indeed, if a proper attention were 
paid to the wants of our fellow creatures 
at home, there would be little oecasion to 
look abroad for opportunities to exercise 
our benevolence. Itis true, that in this 
case, our liberality might not be so gener- 
ally known—it would not sound so large 
at adistance. But Christ instructs his 
followers “not to sound the trumpet be- 
fore them when they do their alms, as the 
hypocwites do, in the synagogues and in 
the streets, that they may have the glory 
of mea.” And, it is said, “he who ne- 
glects to provide for his own household 
{or to assist those first, who are nearest 10 
family or political connection, though his 
charity towards others be ever so great) is 
worse than an infidel.” 





South Carolina law. The following 
notific ation was recently handed to sever- 
al of the clergy and laity of Charlestcn, S. 
Caroli aa: 

“ City Council, Jan. 15, 1821. 


«Re solved, that the marshal be instruc- 
ted to, inform ministers of the Gospel and 
others, who keep night and Sunday schools 
Jor sia ves, that the education of such per- 
sons is prohibited by law, and that the city 
counci i feel imperiously bond to enforce 
the pe 1alty against those who may hereaf- 
ter fi feit the same. Extract from the 
minul °s, 


) = New York Convention.—ln the Corivep. 


tion, now sitting at Albany, James Tal), 
madge has proposed the immediate emap. 
ciption of the slaves held in that state. 


After a day spent in debating the sy}. 
ject, the Convention have determined, }, 
a vote of 6S to 59, to extend the right g 
suffrage to free people of color. 

A negro woman in Richmond (Va.) has 
been delivered of three children, one black 
and the other two mulatto—-to all appear. 
ance the children of different fathers. 


Library for blacks.—The New York 
Journal states, that “a library is about w 
be established at Boston, for the exclusive 
use of people of color. ‘This is praise-wor. 
thy, and we hope will be imitated.” 

Slave Trade.——A letier from an of. 
ficer of the Tartar frigate, dated Ascen. 
sion, May 26, says—* We have sent three 
Portuguese and one Spaniard into Siern 
Leone, with 1000 slaves. There has been, 
to the immortal shame of Portugal, Spain, 
and France, no less than 100 slavers [ ves- 
sels}in the neighborhood of Fernando Po, 
during the last twelve months. We hop: 
we have driven them from the Norther 
Coast, but when we catch them a sorry 
catch it proves! ‘The mate and sever 
men of the George Canning, of Liverpool 
have been cut off and beheaded at Old 
Castlebar. 

Madagascar. A late London pap*' 
says—The ship Colombo, Capt. Richart: 
son, from the Isle of France, arrived in the 
Downs on the 14th of May, having o 
board prince Ratafe and ten other Mads 
ascar youths, under the care of Georgt 
arrison, Esq. Ratafe is a native prince 
of Madagascar, and has been sent to Eng: 
land on the occasion of a ratification of % 
treaty with his majesty, by which the slave 
trade has been finally abolished in its gres- 
test market in the eastern hemisphere.— 
Our readers are prebably not aware tha! 
the population of Madagascar, exceedin; 
four millions of people, is advancing rapid: 
ly in the career of civilization, and that4 
market for European industry is thereby 
opening to replace the traffic thus happi!) 
abolished, and which was formerly carrieé 
on to such an alarming extent, that from 
one port alone, the average exportatiol 
was not less than four thousand perso 
annually. The Rev. Davip Joxrs, ? 











“JOHN J. LAFAR, City Marshal.” 
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Jama, opening a vast field of usefulness, 
and diffusing the blessings of Christian 
knowledge amongst that interesting and 
docile, but hitherto uninstructed race of 
people. Madagascar is one of the most 
fertile and productive islands of the globe : 
it produces peculiarly innumerable herds 
of the finest cattle, with which it supplies 
the neighboring islands of Mauritius.an¢ 
Bourbon. 

Lonvon, Arrit 9. The following is a 








slaves on board, which arrived at Bahia 
alone, since the 25th of January last : 


The Nelson from Molimbo, Adamaster from 
Mozambique, Estrella from Molimbo, Bom Ca- 
minho from Quilimancy, Dourado from Mozam- 
bique, Matiana from Ambris, Lucretia from 
Angola, Ninfa do Mar from Calunda. These 
ships bro’t in 2056 slaves ; died on passage 416, 





THE MUSES’ BOWER. | 
mericans, plaad for the rights of mankind— 
Of the bond-man as well as the free: 


Unrivet the fetters ef body and mind, 
’ Neath the shade ef your Liberty Tree. 


. ae 


fOR THE GENIUS OF UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION, 
THE SLAVE’S SOLILOQUY, 


When first my wandering mind began 
To feel the joys and woes of man, 
How pleasant was the Bentarg tree 
That cooled my countrymen and me. 


Beneath its shade my kindred smil’d: 
A sister like fair morning mild, 

A father kind, and mother dear, 
Protecting cheered my gay career. 

The lovely maidens, sweet and coy. 
Held distant still Hope’s promiaad joy 
But, oft sky-roving fancy there, 

Gave to my arms the tender fair, 


Before me what blest seasons sprung ! 
What tales deceitfuJ fortune sung! 
Gay boy, (she said) the time will be 
When love and riches wait on thee, 
Alas, that time was distant far: 

Fast onward rolled the storm of war, 
it ruined all that pleased before— 

It hurled me ev’n from Afric’s shore. 
Unhappy Africa! how long 

Must thou give theme of tragic song? 
Till av’rice dies, or Christians bend 
To practice precepts they commend ? 
Now, ’midst unfeeling men, in chains, 
i rave and weep o’er ocean’s plains, 
Drove by the roving wind, that fann’d 
In happier times my native land. 

Soft skies no longer yield delight ; 
No dreamless slumbers shorten night ; 
No kind sensation gives the breeze; 
All happiness from Mungo flees ! 


Mourning my fate, I ask of Heaven 





list of Portuguese ships, with the number of 
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Why shines the sun on deed so foul? 

Why points the magnet to the pole— 
Assisting wicked men to bear 

To loathed disgrace and dark despair 

The African, and no red arm 

Reach’d from wrong’d heav’n to do them harm. 


But, true that wind is fair to none, 

Which wafts to crime, nor kind the sun 

That lights the way—the magnet’s course 
Conducts to misery and remorse, 


That untried life must soon begin, 

When conscience, shudd’ring at the sin, 
Witb toud lament, shall curse the hour, 
T’ enslave mankind they had the power. 


Yet no relief their endless pains 

Can me afford, in cruel chains— 
Give to these eyes no parent’s form ; 
Nor hush misfortune's doleful storm. 


Ah! while L see their future doom, 

My mind is wrapt in deeper gloom; . 
No cruel joy.poor Mungo bears, 

That his woe ends, but endless theirs. 
May I soon land on death’s pale shore, 
Where vice can never triumph more; , 
vlay-cold and dead to earth return, 
Forget this life, and cease to mourn. 


T. H. Gs 


i. 





TO THE PATRONS OF THIS WORK. 


An apology is due for the manifest. irregula- 
rity in the publication of the present and last 
preceding numbers. The person who was ex- 
pected to do the printing, not having procured 
suitable type, it has been taken to another of- 
fice: and it is confidently believed that the ar- 
rangements now made, will ensure more regu- 
larity in its publication; and that it will, in 
future, appear in the early part of each month, 
as was at first intended. % ' 








Late Terms of this Paper. 


GENIUS OF UNIVERSAL EMAN. 
CIPATION, is published monthly, in Mount 
Pleasant, Obio, at.One Dollar per annum, paya- 
ble annually in advance. The difficulty in col- 
lecting small sums at a distance, renders a 
strict adherence to this rule indispensably ne# 
\cessary. 

No subscription will be taken for less than a 
volume. 

All letters ancl communications to the editor, 
(those from agents excepted) must be sent free 
of expence, or they will not be attended to. 

The following named persons are authorized 
to act as agents for this work, and are request- 
ed to receive subscriptions and money, and for- 
ward the same to'the editor, viz. 
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Abraham Brooke New York 
Richard Lundy Burlington, N, J. 
James Cox Philadelphia 

H. Niles, Baltimore 

B. Irvine, Washington, C. D. 
Samuel P. Parsons Richmond, Va. 


Thomas Lundy, Surry county, N. Ct 
Elijah Embree, 1 Jonesborou b, Ten. 
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Tue following elegant and pathetic effusion 
is from the pen of a lady in Charleston, South 
Carolina. It is said to be founded on fact; and 
is a most solemn and impressive appeal to the 
feclings of an inhuman mother, wo was asouT 
TO SELL HER DAUGHTER AS A SLAVE, TO A DEAL- 
tR IN HUMAy PrEsH! Can there possibly be a 
female in our country, who can read it without 
a tear ?—— Ed 


Mother! upon thy faithful breast, 

My infant cares were lulfed to rest ; 
Love, on my natal morning smil’d, 
And canst thou barter thus thy child? 


What is my crime ? that thou shou!dst doom 
My youth to Slav’ry and the tomb ? 

Have I not all thy cares beguil’d ? 

©! mother, do not sell thy child. 


Heedless of winter’s drear alarms, 

I’ve borne thee in these fragile arms ; 
Cheerful mid summer’s heat I’vé toil’d— 
Morher, thou wilt not sell thyrcBild. 


When Tam gone, say who wil! smooth 
Thy pillow, or thy sorrow soothe ? 
Thoul’t ‘cafl in vain, in accents wild-~ 
God will not then restore thy child. 


The wretched suppliant wept in vain— 
Gold can a mother’s soul enchain ! 

But never from that hour hath smil’d 

The wretch who barter’d thus—her child. 


WOMAN. 


When youth’s light soul is bounding free, 
Unknown to guile--untaught by art; 
The eye of hope is fixed on thee, 
Fair idol of my heart. 
Thou art the early golden light 
Which skirts the morning sky, 
The sun of life, all warm and bright, 
That meets the raptur’d eye, 


Child. of the gay and gleaming Heaven, 
Sent down to bless us here, 

To thee the glorious boon is given 
To check affliction’s tear, 

To watch o’er sorrow’s wasting form, 
And light the beamless eye ; 

To sooth the heart no longer warm, 
And calm the heaving sigh. 


“How fond we run in joyous youth, 

To meet thy smile divine, 

To rest upon thy word and truth, 
And worship at thy shrive : 

Sylph of a purer, brighter sphere ! 
From Heaven’s enchanted bowers 

Thou cam’st--to make existence dear, 
And deck its way with flowers, 


Thine isthe soul bewitching power 
Of love’s delightful thrill ; 
Thine is the soft and tranquil hour 
When each dark thought is still ; 
But thine is ne’er the heart of clay, 
That spuras another’s wo: 

Unblest with feeling’s genial ray ; 
Cold as the mountain snow, 

To thee we fly with grief oppress‘d, 
And when its shaft takes wing, 

And when the arrow writhes the breast, 
Thou healest all the sting. 


Woman--sthou comest, charm of life, 
A calm «long its sea; 

And the asylum from its strifé 
Is only found in thee. 


FEMALE LOQUACITY. 

It is avery ancient adage, that Nature does 
nothing in vain. To women she has given the 
ialent of talking more frequently, as well as 
more fluently, than men. She has likewise en. 
dued them with a greater portion of animation, 
or animal spirits. Why, it may be asked, has 
nature, in this article, so emineptly distinguisha 
ed women from men? For the best and wisest 
of all reasons---Women are to be mothets.——. 
lience some qualities peculiar to such a clesti- 
nation, must necessarily have been bestowed 
upon them. These qualities are numerous---2 
superior degree of patience, uf affection, of mi- 
nute but useful attentions, joined to an alinost' 
incessant speakinj. 

To be cecupied with laborious offices, which 
demand either bodily or mental« sertions, and 
not unfrequently both, is allotted the men... 
These causes, besides their comparative nati- 
ral taciturnity, totally incapacitate them for 
that loquacity which ig requisite fiw amusing 
and teaching young children to speak. But 
the employments of women are cf a mere do 
mestic kind. Houshold affairs, and particu. 
larly the nursing and training of children, are 
sufficient to enrross their attention, aud to call 
forth al? their ingenuity and attivé powers — 
The loquacity of women is too often consideét. 
ed by poets, historians, and unthinkihg men, as 
a reproach upon the sex. Men of this descrip- 
tion Kuow not what they say. When they 
blame women for speaking much, they blame 
nature for one of her wisest institutions, 


FOR THE OLIO. 
Answer to the Rebus, in No. & 


) =} Roses are fragrant, and by all admii/d, 


Oais is « gram we have in store acquir‘d, 
Beaty in maidens first attracts the sight, 
Sons are their father's joy and chief celight, 
| Oranges are shap‘d like the terrestrial ball, 
Nightingale’s notes admir’d are by all. 

If these initials you will join, 

Miss ROBSON’s name will grace the line 

MARY: 
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—— 


PROBLEM. 


! sopn must plant acurious grove, 
Vo entertain a maid I love, 

Who says--If [her fancy please, 

i so must plant one hundred trees, 
That fot a reg‘lar row be found _ 
In that delightful plat of ground, 
Yet must in such due order stand, 
That if my charmer should commaid, 
Voadd to these another tree, 

Just fifty reg*lar rows must be, 
Euch to contain exactly three. 


The method, Ladies, pray explain, 
That 1 my faw qe may obtain. 
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GRAND DISPLAY OF ORATORY. 


(Extract from a speech of the celebrated John Philpot Curran, altered so as to apply to America instead of Great Britaiv.) 
I speak in the spirit of the American Constitution, which 
makes Liberty commensurate with, and inseparable from, 
the American soil—which proclaims, even to the stranger 
and the sojourner, the moment he sets his foot upon Amer- 
ican earth, that the ground on which he treads is holy, and 
consecrated by the Gentus of Universal Himancipation. 
No matter in what language his deom may have been pro- 
nounceds—no matter what complexion incompatible with 
freedom, an Indian or an African sun may have burnt upon 
him:—no matter in what disastrous battle his liberty may 
have beencloven down:s—no matter with what solemnities 
he may have been devoted upon the altar of Slavery: 
first moment he touches the sacred soil of America, the altar 
and the god sink together in the dusts; his soul walks abroad 





in her ownmajestys his body swells beyond the measure of 


his chains that burst from around him, and he stands re- 
deemed, regenerated, and disenthralled, by the irresistable 
Genius of Universal Emancipation. 


: CIT 1% ENS OF THE UNITED STATES! The above is the language of a British Subject, applied 
i (ol 1¢ Maglish Nation.—-We must ABOLISH SLAVERY in our country, ere we can use it with propriety 
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Thow-healest all the sting. 


i PEO TE TE I TE GE HER aE I OE IR IE ie I AEN il ph GT EE Hl TT HAE HHT AP te 






BRS. all ia a lt lA Pa al ll i Ata ala lt AM al al i cl i Ml i it 


veh 
ae a a ap pa air a a HH pe a Tp a HE Tl a PH TH, RR 


But thine is ne’er the heart of clay, ret must 1 sucn due order stand) 


That spuras another’s wo: ~ ‘That if my charmer should commaiid, 
Unblest with feeling’s genial ray j : To add to these another tree, 

Cold as the mountain snow, Just fifty reg‘lar rows must be, 
To thee we fly with grief oppiees'a, : Esch to containexactly three. Siete 

And when its shaft takes wing, The method, Ladies, p yr os ae re lig 
And when the arrow writhes the breast, Vhat 1 my fair @*t may o 
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